


Being a good 
steward 
means 

taking good care 
of what’s been 
given to us.  In 
Scripture we 
hear about the 
stewards who 
were given talents and expected to invest them in order to 
give back with a return.  We hear about the poor woman 
who gave the two small coins; all that she had.  Underlying 
in these scriptural references is something more than money.  
It’s about what we do with what we have been given.
     Everything we have has been ‘gifted’ to us by God.  We 
pray for spiritual discernment 
of what our gifts are, and we 
search for ways in which we 
can give back; Gift – to – Gift.
     There is a point of 
conversion as we wrestle with 
the idea of Stewardship and 
come to grasp the deeper 
meaning of what being a 
steward, a disciple of Christ, really means.  
     Stewardship is very active at St. Pius.  You might already 
be one of the many ‘faces’ of Stewardship at St. Pius:
† The Homeless and Outreach Committee’s annual 
collection of coats, hats and gloves for our needy neighbors
† The Altar & Rosary, Holy Name, Knights of Columbus, and 
St. Vincent de Paul members whose fundraising efforts cover 
a huge range of needs in our parish, our community, and 
beyond
† The Catechists who give of their time to enrich our 
children in the Gospel messages
† Those who worked on the Habitat house;  construction, 
painting, � nishing, or providing and/or serving a meal
† Those who give their time at St. Mary’s Shelter, the Food 
Pantry, Connection Café; all who bring food, clothing, and 
cash donations to support these programs
† Those who sing or play music to enrich our Masses
† Those who greet you or help you � nd a seat, or are 
servers, lectors, and Eucharistic Ministers
† Those who dedicate time every week in our 
Adoration chapel

     How might you give back 
of your giftedness?  Please 
check the parish website 
(www.stpiushome.org) for 
further information.

Percent 
of Dollars

   
43%
36%
14%
7%
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St. Pius Families - 2008 Annual Giving Levels
In order to support the growth of our community, could you give more?

Level of Annual Giving

Over $2,500
$1,000 - $2,500
$500 - $1,000
Under $500

Total Supporting Families

Number 
of Families

120
302
255
850

1,527

Total
For Year

$546,462
$464,335
$179,034
$94,975

$1,284,806

Weekly 
Average

$87.57
$29.56
$13.50
$2.15

Percent 
of Families

8%
20%
17%
55%

100%

The students at St. Pius X School 
have opportunities to do volunteer 
work during the school day or 

after school hours.  For Con� rmation 
preparation, the 8th grade students 
are asked to do a Feeding Experience.  
Students can select to provide a meal at 
St. Joseph’s  Emergency Center, at the 
Catholic Worker House, or at the United 
Methodist Supper Club.  Students plan, 
shop, and prepare the meal,  then take 
it to the selected center and serve the 
people.  The students come away from 
this experience with a new respect for 
those  who rely on these centers for their 
daily meal.  Another volunteer experience 
for the students 
is the packaging of food for Kids Against 
Hunger.  
     The Middle School Service Group 
works through the school year to raise 
funds to purchase the food supplies for 
the packaging day.   
    During the fundraising time, students 
are given information on the purpose of 
Kids Against Hunger and the international 
need for this service.  Once the money is 
raised, the day is organized so that every 
student gets to experience packaging the 
meals for the needy in  Africa.  Students 
are also doing volunteering during the 
school day.   
    One of the � eld trips taken this year 
is to Jester Park where the 8th graders 
will be working with the Polk County 

St. Pius X School - 
Volunteering for those in need!

Conservationists in service learning activity.  
The students will be learning about 
invasive plant species and helping the 
conservationists eradicate them from the 
Jester Park environment.  The students 
at all levels learn about a community 
or world-wide charitable organization 
each month and then collect money or 
supplies to give to that organization.  From 
this monthly event, students realize the 
extent of the needs, not only in our local 
community but through-out the world.

St. Pius X Parish—Stewardship…………..tell me more.

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE   
As a disciple of Jesus Christ and a recipient of God’s varied gifts 

and graces, I recognize all that I am, do and possess comes from 

him. In gratitude, I therefore pledge to cherish, tend and share 

these gifts in justice and love with others, and to return them 

generously and sacri� cially in service to God through my parish, 

my diocese and the wider universal Church.

“BE NOT AFRAID”

The Four Pillars of Stewardship     

Hospitality - Loving one another by welcoming all 
those who come to us     

Prayer - Recognizing God as the source of all that we 
are and all that we have and, through prayer and worship, 
thanking God for our many gifts.     

Formation - Understanding the meaning of 
Stewardship and learning how to be good stewards in all 
areas of our lives.     

Service - Sharing our gifts with the community and 
returning our gifts to God.     
Stewardship is the way of life in which we seek to � nd ways 
to return to God, in thanksgiving for everything God has 
given to us. 

The St. Pius Stewardship Committee was formed to help the 
Parish understand the ways in which each of us can give of 
ourselves - using our time, talent and treasure - in building 
up the Kingdom of God in our Parish and our Community.

were given talents and expected to invest them in order to 

Children in the True Vine Atrium are 
presented a timeline on the History of the 
Kingdom of God.  The children become 
aware that from the beginning of time, 
there has always been a plan in the mind 
of God to bring all of creation to the 
fullness of life.

Father Joe celebrates mass with the 
children in the Good Shepherd Atrium.  
Eucharist is central to the life of the atrium.

Good Shepherd 
Program
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