
JANUARY 14 & 15, 2012 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Parish Office  Hours 
Hours ........... Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm 
Phone ............................................ (515) 276-2059 
Fax ................................................... (515) 276-8351 
Website ...........................www.stpiushome.com 
 

Administration 
Pastor, Msgr. Joseph McDonnell  
Parochial Vicar Fr. John Harmon 
Weekend Associate, Fr. Frank Palmer 
Permanent Deacon, Deacon Rick Condon 
Permanent Deacon, Deacon Jim Houston 
 

St. Pius X School 
Principal, Larry Zahm ........... (515) 276-1061  
 

Faith Formation 
DRE, Mary Heinrich ................ (515) 278-5684  
CRE, Sherri Hunt  
Youth Minister, Barb Mease  
RCIA, Mary Sue Lone  
Adult Faith Formation, Suzanne Crowley 
 

Parish Staff 
Business Manager, Bill Duff 
Administrative Assistant, Chris Breuss 
Administrative Assistant, Vicki Ferin 
Music/Liturgist, Eric Webster 
Pastoral Care Ministry, Fr. John Harmon 
Capital Campaign Secretary, Bonnie Ehler 
Wedding Coordinator, Linda Schroeder 

 
Mass Schedule 
Weekend ................................ Saturday 5:00 pm; 

Sunday 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
Weekday .................. Monday-Saturday 8:00 am;  

Wednesday 8:15 am  
Tuesday and Thursday evenings 6pm 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 to 4:15pm. 
Saturday after 8:00 am Mass. 
 
Baptism: First time parents are required to 
attend a one evening class on the Sacrament 
of Baptism. Call Deacon Jim Houston  to 
register 331-1570 
 
Marriage: One person must be a registered 
member. Call the office 6 months prior to date. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: Brings the healing 
love of Christ. In case of an illness or hospi-
talization please call the parish office. 
 

Parish Meetings 
Pastoral Council: First Tuesday of every 
month at 6:00 pm. 
Board of Education: First Monday of every 
month at 6:30 pm. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Submit article in writing to the parish office 
or e-mail vferin@saintpiuschurch.org by 
Friday at 8:00 am. 
 

Newcomers 
Registration cards are located in the  
Gathering Space or stop in the parish office.  

ST. PIUS X CHURCH 
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A Welcoming Catholic Community! 

 St. Pius X Catholic Church Mission Statement 
 We at St. Pius X, a welcoming Catholic community of Christian  

believers accept our mission  
of proclaiming and living the gospel of Jesus Christ. We strive to deepen our 

relationship with God and one another through individual and communal prayer, 
celebrations of Eucharist, reflective study of Scripture, education and social 
activities. While responding to the needs of our own community, we reach  

out in union with other Christians to create a world of justice and love. 



From the Desk of  
Msgr. Joe McDonnell 
     This first weekend after Easter is a historic weekend for 
our contemporary Church and an important and very 
happy weekend for us as a parish.  In the larger 
Church, our beloved former Holy Father,  Pope John Paul 
all will be beatified and known as Blessed Pope John 
Paul ll.  Many of us believe that this is a stage to his 
eventual canonization as a Saint. 

      His beatification on the first Sunday after Easter is of 
course very intentional.  This Sunday he declared to be 
Divine Mercy Sunday at the request of Jesus Christ that 
was communicated by St. Faustian whose canonization 
he was responsible for when he was pope. 

      For us here at St. Pius, the Friday before this 
weekend,  April 29,  Bishop Pates confirmed 69 young 
men and women and 66 second graders made their First 
Communion.  This of course was a graced weekend for 
these young people and their families but also for our 
entire parish.  It is always a significant event when our 
bishop comes to the parish.  He is the chief shepherd of 
Jesus Christ in our Diocese and his presence is a 
blessing to us. 

       Several of our newly confirmed were trained a few 
days ago to be Eucharistic Ministers following their 
confirmation.  They were very excited about this new 
opportunity to serve the parish by offering the Body and 
Blood of Jesus during Mass.  With confirmation they are 
fully initiated into the Church and are now able to share 
their faith in this new and important way. 

      Saturday and Sunday of this weekend at 2:00 pm is 
our First Communion Masses.  I always enjoy this 
weekend.  The liturgies are always very lovely.  Our 
children are always excited and their families are 
strengthened in their love and faith for Jesus in this 
supreme sacrament of his love for us. 
     I mentioned above that this is also Divine Mercy 
Sunday weekend.  St. Faustian who was told by Jesus to 
ask the Church to designate the first Sunday after Easter 
for this feast of His mercy had numerous conversations 
with Christ who visibly spoke to her.  In one of His 
conversations with her, Jesus said that he did not come in 
the Eucharist to just remain in gold ciborias around the 
world but that He came to make the souls of people who 
received Him His heaven here on earth.   

       That was truly an amazing statement.  Just think of 
it.  Jesus intends our souls here on earth to be His 
heaven on earth.  That is a tremendous honor but also 
responsibility.  When we invite Jesus into our hearts and 
souls we want to make sure that we do everything we can 
to have our house in order, that it is as uncluttered with 
sin as possible and as beautifully decorated with virtue as 
it could be. 
      Congratulations to our newly confirmed and first 
communicants.  And many thanks to Mary Heinrich and 
Sherry Hunt as well as the teachers, catechists and 
parents who did such a fine job in preparing our young for 
these important sacraments. 
 In Christ, 
Msgr. Joe McDonnell 
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From the Desk of  
Msgr. Joe McDonnell 
    This particular message is perhaps a little more 
personal than most, but I thought I would mention that I 
did have a short bout with the flu, about 36 hours.  So far 
the Lord has blessed me with good health and this 
particular winter I have felt very well except for this brief 
spell. 
  
    I mention this because we are all part of the same 
clay.  No matter how healthy we are we know that it is 
basically temporary.  At some point our bodies give 
out.  This is true obviously when we die but along the way 
our bodies are subject to illness from time to time. 
  
    As I write this message I feel fine so I am looking back 
on the discomfort of the flu.  One of the thoughts that I 
had was my illness was just for a few hours.  I was 
uncomfortable for a really short period of time and now I 
am well again.  I take my hat off to those in our parish 
who are chronically ill.  Many people face illness as a 
daily experience.  There is a quiet heroism that is all 
around us with these people. 
  
    Illness is part of God's mysterious plan.  To make 
sense of it we have to turn to our faith.  We don't know if 
Jesus was ill in his life but presumably he became tired 
with all of his travels and his manifold interactions with 
people.  We do of course have recorded the suffering of 
his passion and crucifixion.  This was suffering to the 
extreme.  
  
    It was through his suffering that Jesus accomplished 
the work of our salvation.  Somehow, our suffering if 
accepted as God's will for us is given meaning in that it 
too is part of Christ's suffering and we share in his work of 
redemption. 
  
    None of us know what will be asked of us in the 
future.  We know what has been asked of us.  In my life, 
thus far, I have not been asked to suffer much physical 
illness beyond a common cold and a rather rare bout with 
the flu.  The future remains to be seen.  What is certain is 
that at some point I with everyone else will exit this life in 
our own personal death. 
  
    Still there are those among us and in our families who 
struggle daily with the discomfort of chronic illness and 
the infirmity of aging.  This is a cross for them and those 
who love and care for them.  It is also a grace or at least 
has the potential for being a grace with the proper 
disposition.  I have come across from time to time the 
notion of victim souls.  These are people who suffered 
greatly in this life and shared intensely in Christ's work of 
salvation.  I'm not sure that I haven't met such people in 
my life. 
  

In Christ, 
Msgr. Joe McDonnell  

2 

Perpetual Adoration 
Do not hesitate to ask for the goods of body and mind... 
for health, for memory, for success.  I can give everything, 
and I always give when the gifts would make souls more 
holy. 
What do you want My child?  Oh, if you knew how I longed 
to do you good! 

 I'LL BE WAITING FOR YOU IN THE CHAPEL! 
JESUS 

Welcome New Families!! 
 
We are excited to have you as a part of our parish family. 

If you have questions or would like information on how to get 

involved, call the parish office at 276-2059. 

Season of Hope 
 
The next 6 week session to help those 

mourning the loss of a loved one begins 

Sunday, February 12th.  
We will meet each week from 4-6pm.  

All meetings will be held in the John Paul II 
Room.  

(Enter through the front doors of the church 

and then left to the parish office.)  
Please call the parish office 276-2059 or  

Dick & Bert Goodman 276-8802 to learn more about this 
program or to register.  

 

Our hearts and hands reach out to you whether 
your grief is recent or that from a loss months or 

years ago.   
All are welcome!  

Franciscan Spirituality & Justice Parish 
Retreat 

 
Sponsored by St. Pius X Social justice Committee 
January 21, 2011 - 8am ɀ5pm 
 

 
This parish retreat is designed to breathe new life into the 
themes of Catholic social teaching and the Church's justice 

tradition.  Through the life and witness of St. Francis of Assisi, 
this retreat offers participants an opportunity to gain a better, 
fuller understanding of our call to love and serve others; and 
it offers practical ways to put faith into action in a format that 

is both informative and engaging.  
contact Bonnie Reed at 515-276-6988 

rcubed0@hotmail.com  

mailto:rcubed0@hotmail.com
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Faith Formation Calendar Youth Ministry Update 

The Windshield Wash/Bake Sale is the weekend of June 
4/5 at all Masses. Proceeds from this fundraisers will go 
towards NCYC and the Service Trip. 
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January 19   6:30 PM Pre-School Round Up  
   Large Meeting Room @ School 
January29   10:00-11:30 AM Catholic School  
   Week Open House @ St. Pius X  
   School 
February 9   6:30 PM Kindergarten Round Up  

St. Pius X School Calendar 

7th Grade Retreat ï Re-scheduled for March. You will need 

to come to 3 planning meetings on Wednesdays at 3:30 (or 6pm 
if you canôt come after school). Bring your schedules to the 
planning meetings so we can confirm dates. 

January 15 -      Sunday CGS Atrium for 3 & 4 yr. olds 
January 17        Tuesday Atrium 
January 18        Faith Formation & Wednesday Atrium 
January 22        Sunday Atrium 
              Confirmation Retreat, 1:00 pm 
January 24        Tuesday CGS Atrium 
January 25        Wednesday Faith Formation and CGS Atrium 
January 29        NO Sunday CGS Atrium for preschool 

www.groups.google.com/group/stpiusyouthgroup  
Barb Measeï Youth Coordinator-238-0878 

Man-Up January 
 
Are you man enough to braid your daughter's hair? Change 
her diaper? How about lead a rosary? Antonio Bañuelos had to 
reevaluate his cultural norms and found out that real men do 
all those things. 

Come to Man-Up on January 16th and listen to the story of a 
Hispanic man's journey of faith in America. 
 

Monday, January 16 at 5:45ɀ mass with Bishop Pates 

Hosted by Man-Up Des Moines 

515-984-0874 

St. Ambrose / Pastoral Center 

607 High St / 601 Grand Ave 
 

Planning Meetings are held every Wednesday at 3:30pm. 

Right now we are planning the 7th grade Retreat, Ski/
Snowboard outing, Religious Jewelry Fundraiser. 

Friendship Groups/Life Night -We will meet on 

Wednesday, January 18th at 6:15pm for all groups.  All are 
welcome! All are welcome to share an amazing evening of faith, 
fellowship, fun and food! Deadline date is Tuesday, January 
17th. Call Barb or the parish office. 

Ski/Snotube/Snowboard Trip -Sunday, January 15th. Meet 

at St. Pius at 4:30 to carpool to Sleepy Hollow. We will return by 
9pm. The cost is $23.00(includes rental) for All Park Pass or 
$14.00 if you only want to Snotube. You will need the St. Pius 
Medical Release Form and Permission Forms.  These are  
available on the website. 

Please pray for your young people who 
are preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation as they take part in our 
Confirmation Retreat  

 
Sunday, January 22, 2012 

1:00 ï 7:00 pm 

Martha and Mary Fellowship Hall 
We ask you to pray for the team and all those 

planning for this retreat day.   

The St. Pius X  
Knights of Columbus 

Thirteenth Annual  
Spelling Bee  

 
 

Students in grades four through seventh  
 
St. Pius X School  
  
Satrday, January 28th 
 
Begins at 1:00.  Regestration will be in the large meeting 
room in the school buildin prior to the start of the bee.  All 
youth of the parish are invited.  Word lists to practice are 
avalable at - 
www.iowakofc.org/programs_6.shtml#spellingbee.   
If you have any questions, contact Paul Cain at  
270-9466.  Winners advance to a rejional 
competition.  Prizes will be awarded.  Good luck and happy 
spelling!  (Did you find the 5 spelling errors?) 
  

 
Please pray for eternal rest for Josephine 
Brown, mother of Paul Brown.  
May the Lord Jesus Christ grant His fullest 
blessings and peace in the hearts of his family 
and friends. 

Religious Jewelry Fundraiser ï Watch for this fundraiser in 

February! 

High School Retreat -March. 10 -11 at CYC.  
Mark your calendars. 

http://www.iowakofc.org/programs_6.shtml#spellingbee


Mass Intentions  Week of January 16 
 
Mon. 1/16 8:00 am Norma Wilder 
Tues. 1/17 8:00 am Betty Dawson 
 6:00 pm Thomas Probasco 
Wed. 1/18 8:15 am Theresa Heer 
Thurs 1/19 8:00 am Edward Roth  
 6:00 pm Becky Patton-Quigley 
Fri. 1/20 8:00 am  The Hallman Family 
Sat. 1/21 8:00 am  Living & Deceased Members of the  
  Mike Proctor Family 
 5:00 pm Albert Gollob 
Sun. 1/22 7:00 am Philip & Mary Louise Schlueter 
 9:00 am Jim Judge 
 11:00 am Karen Sanow 
  

Schedule of Activities  
Monday, January 16 
7:00pm Ladies Bridge                                               PC 
7:00pm Marian Cenacle                                           Chapel 
Tuesday, January 17 
6:45pm Building & Grounds                                     JPII 
7:00pm RCIA                                                                 ARCH 
7:00pm Knights of Columbus                                   PC 
Wednesday, January 18 
7pm Hearts on Fire                                              Church 
Thursday , January 19 
7pm Salvation Study                                            M&M 
7pm CRHP                                                               PC 
7pm Celebration Singers                                    Church 
Saturday, January 21 
Franciscan Retreat/Social Justice Committee          M&M 
Food Pantry Weekend 
Room Codes: Archangel Gabriel (AR ïG) Å Archangel Michael (ARïM) 
Archangel Raphael (AR -R) Å Holy Family (HF) ű Martha & Mary Fellowship Hall (M&M)  

Å Parish Center Gym (PCG) Parish Center Meeting Rooms (PCM) Å Saint Cecilia (SC) 
School Meeting Room (ED) Å Staff Kitchen  (JPII) 
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"LIFE IS PRECIOUS" -  
You are invited to attend a day of 
learning more about "Respecting 
Life as the Foundation of Social 
Justice". Come to Christ the King Parish on Saturday, 
January 21 from 8:30 am to 5 pm. Speakers include Fr. 
Guthrie Dolan, Melissa Ohden (an abortion survivor), and 
several others whose lives have been touched by 
unplanned pregnancies. The Mass for Life will follow 

immediately. Please RSVP  "Life is Precious" 
wsolawetz@dmdiocese.org or 515-237-5082. 
 
The Annual Diocesan "MASS for LIFE" will be held at 
Christ the King Parish on Saturday, January 21 at 5 pm. 
Bishop Pates will be presiding. A reception will 
immediately follow. 

A billfold was found around Christmas time.  Call the 
parish office to identify 276-2059. 
 
There is a Lost and Found that is located in the Ministers 
Room (across from the vesting sacristy). 

Hospice Volunteers Needed 
Ȱ.ÏÂÏÄÙ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȢȱ (ÏÓÐÉÃÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 
conversation, hold a hand, bake a cake, give a hug. For 
those not previously trained, training available Tuesday, 
January 24 and Thursday, January 31, 9am-3pm. 
You must attend both days at Edgewater, 9225 Cascade, 
West Des Moines.  
 
Call Kathleen Fleming, Volunteer Coordinator for an 
application. 271-6765 or kfleming@wesleylife.org 
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JANUARY 21/22. 
See the parish website for items needed. 
CASH donations are always accepted. 

Sacristans Needed 
 For All Masses 
 
Those who serve in this ministry do all 
that is necessary to keep our 
sanctuary, sacristy, and vessels in the 

best condition for our worship of God. This ministry is 
open to all who have a love for the liturgy and desire to 
provide the best environment for the community. 
 
Time Commitment: In addition to initial training, set-up 
time and clean-up time before and after each scheduled 
liturgy. 

Please do not park in the circle drive.  It can be 

used for drop off and pick-up. The area painted in red is 
for emergency vehicles only.   

 

The Knights of Columbus is welcoming all new members 

who wish to join at a First Degree initiation ceremony 

beginning at 6:30 P.M. this Tuesday, January 17th in the 

parish center.  All men 18 years of age or older who are 

practicing Catholics are welcome to join.  Great food and 

refreshments to follow!  

 Please call Jeff Meyer at 254-9145 if you have any 

questions. 

mailto:wsolawetz@dmdiocese.org

